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IF, An E^traB of fever al Letters from Cotton Mather, A A 
to John Woodward, M.D. and Richard Waller, Efq; 
S. R. Seer, 

THE firfl: Letter directed to Dr Woodtpard, is dated at 
B (ion in New England^ Nov. 17. i^ix. In this the 
Writer gives an Account of a large Work in Manufcript, in 
two Volumes in Folio, but does not name the Author^ This, 
according to the account of it, is a large Commentary upon 
fome Paflages in the Bible, interfpers*d with large Philofb- 
phica! Remarks, taken out of Natural riiftorians, and the 
Obiervacions of himfelf and others, more particularly as to 
Matters obferv'd in America, whence he entitles the Work» 
Bib It a. Americana. This Work Dr. Mather recommends to the 
Patronage of fome generous Mecsnas, to promote the Publi- 
cation of. As a Specimen of it, he tranfcribes a Paflage 
out of it, being a Note on t\\n Pafftge in Gen Chap. 6. v. 4, 
relating to Giants i and confirms the Opinion of there having 
been, in the Antediluvian World, Men of very large and pro- 
digious Statures, by the Bones and Teeth of Ibme large 
Anim ^Is, found lately in Alkanj in Netp England, which, for 
Ibme Reafbns, he judges to be Human ; particularly a Tooth 
brought from the Place where it was found to Nen? T(^rt^ 
1705. being a very large Grinder, weighing 4 pounds and 
three quarters, with a iione, fuppos'd to be a I high-bone, 
1 7 Foot long. He alfo mentions another Tooth, broad and 
flat like a fore-Tootb, four Fingers broad ; the Bones crum- 
ble to pieces in the Air after they are dug up ; they were 
found near a place calfd Clnverack, about 3c Miles on this 
fide Albany. He then gives the Delcri prion of one, which 
he refembles to the Eyc-Tooth of a Man; he fays it has 
four Prongs, or Roots* flat, and fomething worn on the 



■fsp it WIS 11k Indies iiigli, fackin.; on^ cignctn "^s k H^^i 
upright oil ics Root, and almoil diircccfi sDchcs m arci-m^ 
lercnce ; ic weiglv'd two pounds fotir ounces Tr^y weigl^t ^ 
There was another near a pound heavier, found iifidcr the 
Bank of flM^fon's Ri?er, about fifty Leagues from the Sea, 
a great way beloiv the vSurface of the Earth, where the 
Ground is of a different Colour and Subfknce from the 
other Ground, for icventy live Foot long, which the? iiip- 
pofe to be fro nv the rotting of the Body, to which theie 
Bones and Teeth did^^ as he fuppofes, once belong. li w- 
t§ be mjh'd the Wr'mr had gim^ m ex^ifi Frpin $f tl 
Teeth and Boms. 
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The fecond Letter to the fame Perfon, is dated Nsv. iS. 
17 iz* from Bofton, as all the following are In this ht 
l^eats of the plants oi American, and* in thefirft place, offerji 
a Conjedure of his concerning the ShHtim Wood, mentio* 
0ed in the Sacred Writings to be made ufe of for the Ark, &c. 
It is faid to be not as mod other Woods, fubjed: to rot : 
He judges that it was the black Acacid 1 that the G^pkr 
Wood was the Jumferus arbor tetrag^mfhjllos^ frequent in the 
Eaji'Indies, ^c. He obferves that the Indians often per- 
form very great Cures with their Plants; of which there is 
a great variety, differing from the Eurofean^ which he pro- 
miles a Catalogue and Defcription of; and, for the prefent, 
inftances in (bme. As, a Pknt efficacious in curing Infiam^ 
mationsy whence they call it Antkrifypelas 5 it grows plenti- 
fully in the Woods.- A Chymical Oil extraded from it, ta* 
ken inwardly, does Wonders in abforbing fcorbutick Salts. 
Another Plant, which goes by the Name of Partridge-berries^ 
excellent in curing the Drof(j ; a Decodion of the Leaves 
being drank fevcral days as a Tea, difcharging a vaft quan- 
tity of Urine, as long as the Difeafe lafts ; after which ic 
may be drank without provoking Urine obfervably.- Gouty 
Perfons drink ic with benefit. 
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The RDCt caifd the Bleeding Root^ curing the fmn<» 
Mes in five or fix days. 

Another for Gangrems, of which he does not give the 
Name, 

Another Specifick for the Bite of the Rattk-Snah, and 
anotlier for ^hjies, or fore Throats. A Plant, calfd by 
the I nM am ^ Taut utt spang; infallible for the Xi^f/ /^<?;?^^^^, the 
Root being ufed in a Decodion, and drank half a Pint; a 
Cataplafm of the fame Root, bruifed, apply'd to the UicerS:, 
cures them alfo. 

A Thiftle calfd the Boar-Tk/lle ; very fhort and prickly, 
with a large and long Root. To this they add a Roor^ 
cali'd the Caf^cer Root, and a fort o( Devils Bit: A Decodi- 
on of which three Roots is a Cure for the Rings-Evtl, tho 
very, far gone; a fmall quantity being drank every day^ 
and the bruifed. Roots apply'd to the Scrophulous Tu- 
mors , 

But of thtie Americm Plants he promifes a larger Crop* 

The third Letter relates chiefly to the Birds of that 
Country; where, he fays, they have many of the fame %- 
cies with ours in England. He mentions very large wild 
Turkies, fome weighing 50 or 60 pound, but the Flefh is 
very tough and hard^ He rakes notice of a very large Eagk 
with a great Head, foaring very high, as all of that Genus 
do. As to the Itinerants ; he takes notice of vaft Flights of 
Pigeons, coming and departing at certain Seasons : hnd as 
10 this, he has a particular Fancy of their repairing to fome 
undifcovered Satellite, accompanying the Earth at a near 
difiance. 

The next Letter relates to Antipathies, and the Force of 
the Imagination. As to the firft, he fays, a Gentlewoman 
of his Neighbourhood fwoons upon the feeing any one cut 
their Nails with a Knife; which if done with a Pair of 
&iflbrs has no Effect upon her- The Wife of a Ferfbn, vo- 
miting 
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mititig upon feeing iicr Husband n-ikea Vamkf die Patiefti. 
that took it being not niov^d, but forcd to take a frclli 

Some Hiftorics are here related of tm Macule Matfrm. 
One particularly, of a Woman longing for Peas, but rcfufing 
to gratifte her defire, for fear of a fort of Bug, with mhich 
at that time mod of their Peas were infefted; this Roman's 
Child, when born, had an Excreicence on the Forehead, re- 
fembling one of thofe Peas, with a black Speck, as the 
buggy Peas had, which after fome time, dry'd away, and 
flieird out they fancy 'd, as the Bugs are obferv'd to Icafc 
the Husk of the] Pea 

This Letter concludes with an account of a Stone, gene- 
rated under the Tongue^ near the Root. 

The fifth Letter gives an account of (omc mmfirous Minks'^ 
but nothing very obfervabb 

The fixth Letter relates the Stones of fome Perfons that 
had Informations of Medicines for the Diftempers they lay 
under, in their Dreams ; thefe Accounts relate little to Natu- 
ral Philofophy. 

I'he next, and laft to Dr. ^^oodmard, relates the Cures of 
feveral Wounds in Perfons, which were >udg'd mortal. In 
this little of Philofophical Information. 



The next Letter, being the firft to Mr. Walter, is dated 
at Boflon, Nov.x4. lyiz. In this the Writer obferves, in 
the firft place, That the Indians have no Divifion of Time, 
except by Sleep, Moons and Winters. A It ho' the Indians 
have not divided or diftinguiihed the Stars into Conftellati- 
ons, yet it is obfervable that they call the Stars of Urfa 
Major ^ Paukunarraw, that is, the Bear^ and this long before 
they had any Communication with Europeans, He fays, 
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^here is a Tradition among them, that m I^ovemherj i66B^ 
a Star appear d below the Body of the Mooti, within the 
Horns of it, In the next place he mentions the Evening 
GUde; £\t{i taken notice of by DtiChiUrey, to be conftantly 
obferv'd there in February, and a little before and after thac 
Month ; adding, that the Caufe of that Apj^arance mud be 
fought for above the Atmofphere. Then he gives a new 
Method of his own for finding the Julian Period, adding a 
Table for that purpole ; which concludes this Lettet. 

The next relates the- Appearances of feveral uncommon 
Rainlorvs ztid Mock Su?js. On the xd of January^ in a clear 
Sky, but very cold; the Sun w^as from Ten o' Clock, for 
near Three Hours after^ attended with four Parhelia^ in the 
mid ft whereof were two Rainbows. 

About fix Weeks after this^ in a Day much colder than 
ufed to be at that time of the Year, the Air a little, hazy^ 
a little after One o' Clock, for about half an hour, four 
Mock-Suns were ittn. 

He obferves, that thefe Appearances with them are of 
great varieties, each ufually ditfering in fome refpecS from 
the other. 

The next Letter dated, Mo^u. x6th. to the fame Perfon, has 
the Relation of a ftrange Difcovcry of the Murder of a Per- 
fon in England, to his Brother Jofefh Beacon^ at that time at 
Bo[lon, in a Dream ; the Perfon wounded appearing with 
the Wound on his Head j with the Atteftations of leverai 
Perfons, as to the Truth of it; The Information by the 
Dream was on the id of Maj, 1687, about Five o' Clock in 
the Morning; on the very fame Day his Brother dy'd at 
London, of the. Wounds he had received in April before; Of 
which Misfortune his Brother jofefh Beacon nQithti bad, nor 
could Iiave any notice, till the next Communication by 
Shipping, towards the latter end oi June following; when 
lie had a Letper of his Brother's Death, and the Caufe of 
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^ agreeabk to his Dream* but this not dircdiy relating to Na- 
tural Pbilofophy, 1 omit the Particulars, tho' the Relation 
feems to be well attcfted. 

The following* Letter fent lifcewife to Mt. Wklkr, treats 
ciiiefly of tho Rkttk^Smke, hinting at the occafidn of its Name, 
from the Rattles in its Tail, in which he fays are fomeriraes 
twenty of thofe loofe Rings, tho' he does not come in wich 
tlie>Opinion, that one is added e?ery Year. Next follow thefe 
Obfervations That the more Northerly thev travel, thefe 
Snakes are left nomerousi as well as lefs venomous ; nor as it 
is faid^ are any feen to the No^th of Mmmmk River, which 
is about 40 miles North cf 80 hm Here he relates a Story, 
as he (ays/ conftantly affirmed by the hdkns, that thefe Snakes 
frequently lie coiled at the Bottom of a great Tree, with their 
Eyes fixed on fomeSqutrril above in the Tree; which tho* 
feemingby his cries and leaping about, to be in a Fright, yet 
at laft runs down the Tree, and into the Jaws of the Devou- 
rer. Then he relates, that the Winter aboad of thefe Snakcj 
is in the Clefts of inacceflible Rocks, from whence in the 
Spring, they come forth a Sunning«themfelves, at firft very 
feeble, which is their chief time of deftroying them. At this 
time the Cjftis or Gall bladder in thefe Snakes, is full of an 
acid azure coloured Tuice, which they fqueeze out into 
a Glafs, but it is fo Spirituous, that if the Glaft be 
not immediately ftopt, it will foon evaporate; this Li- 
quor therefore they mix with a convenient quantity 
of powder'd Chalk or /»ii4^ Meal, and ufe it as a pro- 
per Medicine againft the venemous Bite of this Snake; fome 
have named it TrocMfci ConneBkotimi^ from the Conne^icot 
Cdomi. 'Tis obfervable when the Summer Heats come on, 
the Snakes have no longer this azure Liquor in their Gail-Blad- 
ders, in whkhthere is only found a black thick Sedimentj, 
of no known ufe, at which time they think the forcmentio* 
ned fpirituous Juice is carried to, and lodged in their Gums, 
and fo conveyed or thrown by the hollow of the Teeth into 
the Wound, when they Bitei having received another Dige^ 
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Ikion, ^ftd higlier Exaltation, by paffmg thro' federal Sti-ai* 
ners and Glands before it arrives to the Gums; as ati inftanc^ 
of the virukoce of this Liquor, he tells es, that a Traveller 
killing one of thefe Snakes, fuffered iItc inraged dying Viper ^ 
to bite the end of his Switch, with the lalhes of which he had 
di fabled him; and a Fly by chance diflurbingoneof his Tem- 
ples as he rod on afterwards, he rub'd his Temple with the 
other end of the Switch, which as he relates it, immediately 
cauled his whole Head to fweJl to a great excefs, the Poifon 
as he foppoies permeating the whole length of the Switch. He 
adds another relation as to the penetrating quality of this Poi- 
fon, a Perfbn provoking a Rattle-Snake^ to bite the Edge of a 
broad Axe he had in his Hand ; the colour, of the Steeled 
part bitten, was immediately changed, and at the firft: 
flroke he made with it in ufing his Ax, the fo difcolou* 
red part broke out, leaving a gap in his Ax, But to 
return to the Trochies made of the Gall, he fays it is a 
Cordial fudorifick, and io good an Anodine, that he knows 
fome who take 3 or 4 Grains of it to compofe them to reft 
after Travel. Tis good in all Fevers, efpecially the Mah'g- 
nant, 'Tis an infallible Remedy for Obftrudions incident to 
^^om^ti upon catching cold in Childbed Being taken in a 
convenient Quantity, 1% Hours before the Fit, it certainly 
cures a C^artan Ague. The Dofe is 14 Grains more or left 
according to the Circumftances of the Patient in any Vehicle. 
The myx Letter treats of the Effeds of Thunder znd Lights 
ntng very frequent with them, which from its frequent deftroy- 
ing Animals, without any vifible Hurt on the external Parts, 
he compares to the Jevoi^ Punifliment of pouring melted 
Lead down the Throats of the Condemned which they calfd 
comhnflto anima. Tho' he likewi(e obferves fome have had 
their Hair finged with Marks on their Skin Xxko. thofe made 
by fmall Shot ; fome have had their Bones made limber like 
a Griftle. The Captain of their Caftle was found Dead io 
his Bed after a ftorm of Lightning without any apparent Hurt» 
Here he relates a Pai^gc of which an Account has fometime 
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fince been given in the ThikfcpL TrAnfaSf. but is hereconfirm'd 
Thu July 7 ^th, 1681. AShip whereof one Mr, LadsNzs Ma- 
fter about 100 Leagues from New England in Lat. 58. met 
with a violent ftorm of thunder, whxh did much Damage to 
the Shipr at which time, a bituminous Matter fell on the 
Ship burning with that Violence, as not to be extioguilh*d 
with Water till it was all burnt out, imeliing ftrongly like 
fired Gunpov/der; and when they came to obferve the Stars 
at Night, they found the Polarity or Diredion of their Sea- 
Compafles to be changed 5 the North*Point being turned to 
the South, and lb continued to do for the reft of the Voyage 
for a loco Leagues. He adds farther, that one of thefe 
Compares continues to do fo ftiH, and was upon his Table 
before him at the time of his writing this prefent Letter. He 
makes z Quere whether this may be accounted for by Mr* 
JS^jf/s Experiment of heating a Loadftone red-hot, and by 
altering the Portion in which it was cool-d, he could change 
its Polarity. Which fome may fay, might happen to this 
Needle, fuppofing it was made red4iot> and turned upon its 

Center in the Storm. 

From thunder he proceeds to Earthquakes, which tho ' he 
fays they have not done with them the Mifchiefs frequent in 
Sicily Italy, &c. yet they have had feveral very fendble and 
affrightning. In the Year 1665, they liad 6 or 7 violent 
jDhakes in the fpace of 3 Days: a Town lying on the River 
CenneBicut, has had fcores of them in a Year, for many Years 
together. The Indians affirm, that feveral Rivers have not on« 
\f been ftopt in their courfe and diverted, but fome wholly 
iwallowed up by Earth-Quakes. He farther adds, a paflage out 
of jF^|f^//i^ who dwelt in the Neighbourhood, that in the Year 
1670, at a place called Kmelunch, neat the fide of the River, 
a piece of clay Ground vy'as thrown up over the tops of high 
Oaks, growing between it and the River, which it thereby 
ftopt, and left a Bole in the Place from whidi it was thrown 
forty Yards (quare, &c^ Next as to Storms of Hail, he re« 
iates that they have had very extraordinary onesv infomuch 
that they have Iain 3 or 4 Foot thick on the Ground 
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lame as big as Hens Eggs, others five times a$ big. He men- 
tions, as an Accident ibmecitncs happening to th^m in the 
Winter, that it has rain'd plentifully, and at Night frozen io 
extremely, that the weight of the Icicles has broken the 
Limbs of the Trees, and not unfrequently fplit their Trunks. 
Tho' they have not thole Hurricanes to which the G^rlbbe 
Iflands are fubjeft: ; yet tiiey have had Whirhindsy or Giifts, 
drive along a particular narrow TracSt, for divers Miles to- 
gether, with a violence not to be oppofed by any thing on 
Earth ; that if their Towns had flood in the way, they muft 
undoubtedly have been deftroy'd. Of thefe, he fays, at hick 
dark, fmall Cloud lias arofe, with a Pillar of Light in it, 
of about 8 or lo Foot Diameter, and pad along the Ground 
in a Track not wider xhan a Street, horribly tearing up 
Trees by the Roots, blowing them up in the Air like Fea- 
thers, and throwing up Stones of a great weight to a con- 
fiderable height in ihe Air. throwing down all in its paC- 
fage ; the Noife this Cloud made was (b great all the while, 
that the Noife of the Mifclniefs done by it, was thereby quite 
drown'd. 

The remainder of this Letter relates to fbme very ancient 
Remains, at a Place cali'd Ar^wuskeag, z lictle above the hi- 
deous Falls of Merlmack River. There is a huge Rock in 
the midft of the Stream, on the Top of which are a great 
number of Pits, made exadly round, like Barrels or Hog- 
flieads of different Capacities, fome fo large as to hold (e- 
veral Tuns; the Natives know nothing of the Time they 
were made; but the Neighbouring /;;^/4;;/ have been wont 
to hide their Provifions in them, in their Wars with the 
Maquds; affirming, God had cut them out for that ufe for 
them. They feem plainly to be artificial. 

In the next place, he gives an account of a flrange In- 
fciiption found on a Rock, in thefe Words. At Taunton, 
hy the fide of a Tiding River , fart in fart mt of the River ^ there 
is a large Rocky on ihe ferfendicular fide of vrhich^ next to the 
Stream^ are y or 8 Lines, ahout 7 or 8 Foot long^ and about a 
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Foot mde, each of them ingraven vptth uf^dccountalle Chara^ers, 
not like any knovrn Character. He has not yet been able to 
procure the whole, which he hopes to be Mafter of before 
long, and has herewith fent a Copy of two of them, pi'omi- 
fmg the reft ; they are as is reprefented. Fig. 8. 

The laft Letter of this Cdlledlion, dated Nov. xp. i 7tx, 
gives a Calculation of the poffible Increafe of the Delcen- 
dants oi Adam\ and from this Introdudion proceeds to the 
Account of fome long-iiv*d Perfons there, as likewife of 
their Fruitfulnefs. He fays, 'tis no rare thing with them to 
have an aged Gentlewoman fee many more than i oo of her 
Offspring. He mentions one Woman that had 23 Children, 
of which 19 liv'd to Man's Hftate. Another that had z? ; 
another 26, of which %i were Sons, one whereof was Sir 
William Phipps; another 39 Children. Here he gives (eve- 
ral Inftances of Perfons living, with them, to above foo 
Years of Age. One Clement Weaver lived to iro, his Wife 
being upwards of 100. This Man, to the laft Year, could 
carry a Bufliel of Wheat to the Mill, above z Miles. He 
relates the Cafe of an old Man, above 100, that loft the 
memory of feveral of the latter Years of his Life, but very 
well retain d the Remembrance of what paft in his younger 
days. I do not find, by any of thefe Relations, that the 
Perfons obferv'd any Regularity, tor Method, in their man- 
ner of Diet, Exercife, or the like. 
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